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he succeeded in restoring the conditions which
prevailed in the reign of Shalmaneser, though his
short reign was, on the whole, successful. If he
had not had the civil war to quell and its conse-
quences to undo, he might well have made impor-
tant additions to the territory of Assyria.

Shainshi-Adad was succeeded by his son, Adad-
nirari III (811-783 B. C), whose long reign was
filled with important deeds. Unfortunately, how-
ever, we are not able to follow his campaigns in
detail because his very few fragmentary inscrip-
tions give merely the names of the countries which
he plundered, without giving the order of his
inarches or any details of his campaigns. In 806,
in 805, and in 797 he made expeditions to the west
in which he claims to have received tribute and
gifts from the land of the Hittites, from Tyre,
Sidon, the land of Omri/Edom, and Philistia to
the Mediterranean. On this same expedition he
besieged Damascus and received from it great
booty. The king of Damascus was Mari; and
Adad-nirari could scarcely have had a greater tri-
umph than the humbling of the proud state which
had marshaled so many allied armies against the
advance of the Assyrians and had then held out
single-handed so long against them. These expe-
ditions to the west accomplished little more of
importance. It was no new thing to receive trib-

1 '* The land of Omri" is the usual Assyrian expression for the land of
Israel, during a long period. Omri made so deep an impression upon his
neighbors that his country was named after him.